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Abstract 

The paper catalogues and enumerates pteridophytes of Sikkim 

documented during study of pteridophytes by C.R. Fraser-Jenkins 

(CRFJ) in 1993. Fraser-Jenkins visited several parts of the State 

and collected herbarium-material, depositing representative 

specimens in the herbarium of the Forest and Environment 

Department, Gangtok, Sikkim (SSFH).  
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Approximately 460 pteridophytes are currently known from the Sikkim 
Himalaya (see part 1).  Mr. C.R. Fraser-Jenkins (CRFJ) collected and studied 

approximately 24% and 36.7% respectively of the pteridophyte-species of 

Sikkim during his 1993 and 1995 visits. We have catalogued thesecollections 

from the East, West and North Districts of Sikkim, as present in the herbarium 
of Sikkim State Forest Department (SSFH) in conjunction with updated 

information from CRFJ's Herbarium Index, provided by him. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

Fraser-Jenkins' collection of 1993 consists of 112 species and 37 genera of 
pteridophytes from Sikkim which are catalogued and presented in this paper as 

a guide to some of the species to be seen in various well-known localities.  

 

RESULTS  
Enumerated specimens from 1993, deposited by Fraser-Jenkins in Sikkim State 

Forest Herbarium, are as follows: 

 

Locality One: forested stream gulley above Vajra Cinema, leading up towards 
radio installation and "Zero Point" road, on Penlang and Chungtang road, N. 

side of Gangtok town, East Sikkim District, Sikkim. Altitude: c. 1800m; Coll.: 

CRFJ, 19 Dec. 1993. 

1. Arachniodes coniifolia (T.Moore) Ching, SSFH no. 108; Coll.: CRFJ 
20309 (FN 558).Remarks: 4-pinnate, large species; upright crown-

rhizome. 

2. Cornopteris opaca (D.Don) Tagawa,SSFH No. 111; Coll.: CRFJ20299 

(FN 548). Remarks: upper pinnules wide and obtuse, but lower ones 
deeply pinnatifid and pointed; erect rhizome. 
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3. Dryopteris juxtaposita Christ, SSFH no. 105; Coll.: CRFJ 20317 (FN 

566). 

4. Dryopteris scottii (Bedd.) Ching, SSFH no. 106; Coll.: CRFJ 20311 
(FN 560). 

5. Microlepia firma Mett. exKuhn,SSFH no. 107; Coll.: CRFJ 20310 (FN 

559). Remarks: large, 4-pinnatifid, deltatespecies with long-creeping 

rhizome. 
6. Pyrrosia ?flocculosa (D.Don) Ching, SSFH no. 104; Coll.: CRFJ 

20319 (FN 568). Remarks: ± symmetrical frond-bases, large fronds, 

dense brown hair; requires further study in relation to P. boothii 
(Hook.) Ching. 

7. Thelypteris (Metathelypteris) flaccid (Blume) Ching, SSFH no. 109; 

Coll.: CRFJ20306 (FN 555).Remarks: pinnules ± pinnatifid; rhizome 

erect.  

8. Trichomanes (Vandenboschia) auriculata Blume, SSFH no. 110; Coll.: 
CRFJ 20302 (FN 551). Remarks: rhizome creeping up rocks and trees.   

 

Locality Two: roadside bank above Institute of Tibetology and Geological 

Survey of India, on western and eastern roads leading north and up to central 
part of Gangtok, south part of Gangtok town, East Sikkim District, Sikkim; 

Altitude: c. 1700m; Coll.: CRFJ, 19 Dec. 1993. 

1. Polystichum lentum (D.Don) T.Moore, SSFH no. 100; Coll.:CRFJ 
20330 (FN 579). 

2. Pteridium revolutum (Blume) Nakai, SSFH no. 103; Coll.: CRFJ20323 
(FN 572). Remarks: growing in shade. 

3. Pteris scabririgens Fraser-Jenk., S.C.Verma & T.G.Walker, SSFH no. 

102; Coll.: CRFJ20327 (FN 576). 

4. Thelypteris (Pseudophegopteris) aurita (Hook.) Ching, SSFH no. 101; 
Coll.: CRFJ20328 (FN 577). 

 

Locality Three: degraded forest in Kabi Lungtsok ("the Sacred Grove"), c. 2km 

S.W. of Kabi village, above DikChhu river valley, 18km N. of Gangtok on road 
to Phodang, Singhik and the north, North Sikkim District, Sikkim; Altitude: 

1750m; Coll.: CRFJ,22 Dec. 1993. 

1. Athyrium foliolosum  T.Moore ex R.Sim, SSFH no. 85; Coll.: 

CRFJ20366 (FN 615).  
2. Acystopteris tenuisecta (Blume) Tagawa, SSFH no. 83; Coll.: CRFJ 

20369 (FN 618). 

3. Asplenium normale D.Don, SSFH no. 88; Coll.: CRFJ 20362 (FN 

611). Remarks: pointed, tooted pinnae, thin, erect, subapically 

proliferous fronds. 
4. Asplenium yoshinagae Makino subsp. indicum  (Sledge) Fraser-Jenk., 

SSFH no. 82; Coll.: CRFJ 20383 (FN 632). Remark: quite well dissect 

pinnae. 

5. Athyrium xichouense  Y.T.Hsieh&Z.R.Wang, SSFH no. 84; Coll.: 
CRFJ 20368 (FN 617). Remarks: dark-green fronds, long setae above 

rather unlobed segments, 

6. Diplazium kawakamii  Hayata, SSFH no. 87; Coll.: CRFJ 20363 (FN 

612). Remarks: scattered ovate, dark-fuscous scales and 
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othersadpressed to stipe along with a pale scurf, also extending to lower 

rachis; rhizome creeping, thick.   

7. Diplazium stoliczkae Bedd., SSFH no. 92; Coll.: CRFJ20348 (FN 
597). 

8. Diplazium tibeticum (Ching & S.K.Wu) Z.R.He, SSFH no. 86; Coll.: 

CRFJ 20364 (FN 613). 

9. Elaphoglossum marginatum T.Moore, SSFH no. 99; Coll.: CRFJ 
20338 (FN 587). 

10. Haplopteris flexuosa Fée, SSFH no. 97; Coll.: CRFJ 20340 (FN 589). 

Remarks: very raised midrib, ± narrow frond.   
11. Lepisorus henryi (Hieron. ex C.Chr.) LiWang, SSFH no. 94; Coll.: 

CRFJ 20344 (FN 593). Remark: large plant. 

12. Lepisorus nudus (Hook.) Ching, SSFH no. 95; Coll.: CRFJ 20342 (FN 

591). 

13. Loxogramme porcata M.G.Price, SSFH no. 98; Coll.: CRFJ 20339 
(FN 588). 

14. Peranema paleolatum (Pic.Serm.) Fraser-Jenk., SSFH no. 91; Coll.: 

CRFJ 20350 (FN 599). 

15. Selaginella bisulcata  Spring, SSFH no. 90; Coll.: CRFJ 20356 (FN 
605). 

16. Selaginella monospora  Spring, SSFH no. 89; Coll.: CRFJ 20359 (FN 

608). Remarks: dimorphic sporophylls, but mixed with the stiffer 

isomorphic sporophylledtype-form - with intermediates, apparently 

both just forms of S. monospora. 
17. Trichomanes (Crepidomanes) campanulatum  Roxb.,SSFH no. 93; 

Coll.: CRFJ 20347 (FN 596). 

Remarks: large, well dissect frond, narrow segments; separate involucre 

halves; 1 short false vein at each side of segment; long-winged stipe with 
many small, dark hairs. 

 

Locality Four: roadside stream-gulley in Cardamom-planted remains of wood, c. 

2km N.W. of bridge B 2 ("Betwo"), on road from Gangtok to Kabi and 
Phodang, N. of Gangtok, North Sikkim District, Sikkim; Altitude: c. 1750m; 

Coll.: CRFJ, 22 Dec. 1993. 

1. Dipazium maximum (D.Don) C.Chr., SSFH no. 80; Coll.: CRFJ 
20389 (FN 638). 

2. Leptochilus ellipticus  (Thunb.) Noot., SSFH no. 81; Coll.: 
CRFJ20387 (FN 636). 

3. Microlepia rhomboidea  (Hook.) C.Presl ex Prantl. SSFH no. 79; 

Coll.: CRFJ20390 (FN 639). Remarks: rather well dissect, pinnules and 

lobe-apices obtuse. 

4. Tectaria morata Fraser-Jenk., Kandel & Andreis, SSFH no. 78; Coll.: 
CRFJ20391 (FN 640). Remark: glabrous frond. 

 

Locality Five: roadside rocks, c. ½km beyond (N.W. of) bridge B 2 ("Betwo"), 

on road from Gangtok to Kabi and Phodang, N. of Gangtok, North Sikkim 
District, Sikkim; Altitude: c. 1750m; Coll.: CRFJ, 22 Dec. 1993. 

1. Aleuritopteris formosana  (Hayata) Tagawa, SSFH no. 75; Coll.: 

CRFJ20399 (FN 648). 
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2. Athyrium eburneum  (J.Sm. ex Mett.) J.Sm., SSFH no. 76; Coll.: 

CRFJ 20397 (FN 646). 

3. Selaginella chrysocaulos (Hook. &Grev.) Spring, SSFH no. 77; Coll.: 
CRFJ 20394 (FN 643). 

 

Locality Six: damp, mossy rocks above river in steep gorge of Rate Chhu 

(DikChhu) river, on north bank, beneath bridge B 2 (or "Betwo"), 13km N. of 

Gangtok, 6km S.E. of Kabi, on road from Gangtok to Phodang, Singhik and the 
north, North Sikkim District, Sikkim; Altitude: c. 1750m; Coll.: CRFJ,22 Dec. 

1993. 

1. Asplenium lacinioides  Fraser-Jenk., Pangtey & Khullar, SSFH no. 69; 

Coll.: CRFJ 20413 (FN 662). Remarks: stipe scaly, but normal plant 
and well lobed pinnae. 

2. Asplenium tenuifolium  D.Don, SSFH no. 70; Coll.: CRFJ 20412 (FN 

661). 

3. Dryopteris sparsa (D.Don) Kuntze subsp. sparsa, SSFH no. 71; Coll.: 
CRFJ 20407, FN 656. 

4. Equisetum diffusum D.Don, SSFH no. 66; Coll.: CRFJ 20417 (FN 

666). 

5. Hymenophyllum tenellum  D.Don, SSFH no. 73; Coll.: CRFJ20403 
(FN 652). Remarks: fronds narrow and some wider; segment-apices 

notched; axes glabrous. 

6. Lemmaphyllum rostratum (Bedd.) Tagawa, SSFH no. 64; Coll.: CRFJ 
20421 (FN 670). 

7. Lepisorus contortus (Christ) Ching, SSFH no. 68; Coll.: CRFJ 20415 

(FN 664). 

8. Lepisorus sublinearis  (Baker ex Takeda) Ching, SSFH no. 74; Coll.: 

CRFJ 20400 (FN 649). Remark: thick leaves. 

9. Lindsaea odorata  Roxb., SSFH no. 65; Coll.: CRFJ20418 (FN 667). 
Remarks: rachis rounded; frond hay-scented when drying. 

10. Polystichum attenuatum  Tagawa & K.Iwats., SSFH no. 72; Coll.: 

CRFJ20405 (FN 654). Remarks: some fronds coarsely disect when ± 

sterile, others finer-cut; lowest acroscopic pinnule on each pinna 
elongated and more lobed and backward-deflexed than in P. chunii 
Ching.   

11. Pyrrosia heteractis  (Mett. ex Kuhn) Ching, SSFH no. 63; Coll.: CRFJ 
20422 (FN 671). Remarks: large, broad frond; sori near to upper part 
of margin. 

12. Selaginella pennata  (D.Don) Spring, SSFH no. 61 [b]; Coll.: CRFJ 
20428b (FN 677 [b]). Remarks: small plants, long, rectangular lateral 

leaves with few teeth; sporophylls dimorphic, the large ones splayed 
out. 

13. Selaginella tenuifolia  Spring, SSFH no. 61 [a]; Coll.: CRFJ 20428a 

(FN 677 [a]). Remarks: tall stems, lateral leaves uniformly denticulate; 

sporangiophores long, wider at their bases with long, narrowing apices. 

14. Selaginella vaginata  Spring, SSFH no. 60; Coll.: CRFJ20429 (FN 678). 
Remarks: large,rather  tallish and stiff; lateral leaves very pointed and 

hooked, with scarious margins and long, crowded cilia at their 

acroscopic basal auricle; sporophylls isomorphic. 
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15. Thelypteris (Christella) papilio (C.Hope) K.Iwats., SSFH no. 67; Coll.: 

CRFJ20416 (FN 665). Remarks: 2 pairs of opposite veinlets 

anastomose beneath inter-lobular sinus; rhizome erect. 
16. Trichomanes (Crepidomanes) campanulatum  Roxb., SSFH no. 62; 

Coll.:  CRFJ 20424 (FN 673). Remarks: rather foliose, wider fronds, 

hairs on stipe and lower stipe-wing.   

 
Locality Seven: forest by path between Yuksom and Bakkim, S. of PrekChhu 

river, N. of Geyzing, S. of Dzhongri, S. side of Kanchenjunga massif, West 

Sikkim District, Sikkim. Altitude: c. 2200m; Coll.: CRFJ, with Dhan 
BahadurChhetri&Bikash Chhetri, 26 Dec. 1993. 

1. Coniogramme procera  Fée, SSFH no. 46; Coll.: CRFJ 20459 (FN 

7080. 

2. Diplazium himalayense  (Ching) Panigrahi, SSFH no. 55; Coll.: CRFJ 
20442 (FN 691).  

3. Diplazium subspectabile  (Ching ex W.M.Chu) Z.R.He, SSFH no. 54; 

Coll.: CRFJ 20443 (FN 692). Remarks: glaucous below, veiny-striate 

above, square segments and lobes; adpressed, ovate, grey scales on 

stipe-base. 
4. Dryopteris gamblei (C.Hope) C.Chr., SSFH no. 47; Coll.: CRFJ20452 

(FN 701). Remarks: scales dense, brown at stipe-base, black elsewhere, 

pinnae shallowly lobed, sori central in pinna, slightly towards D. 
stenolepis(Baker) C.Chr., but pinnae too lobed and too short. 

5. Dryopteris pulvinulifera (Bedd.) Kuntze, SSFH no. 48; Coll.: CRFJ 
20451 (FN 700). 

6. Dryopteris wallichiana (Spreng.) Hyl. subsp. pachyphylla Fraser-Jenk. 

&R.Knapp, SSFH no. 49; Coll.: CRFJ 20450 (FN 699). Remarks: 

large, like the Khasi Hills specimens intermediate between D. 
lepidopoda and D. wallichiana subsp. wallichiana, linear black scales. 

7. Lepisorus contortus (Christ) Ching, SSFH no. 44; Coll.: CRFJ 20464 

(FN 713). 

8. Neocheiropteris normalis (D.Don) Tagawa, SSFH no. 53; Coll.:CRFJ 
20445 (FN 694). Remarks: bristles on rhizome-scale bases. 

9. Nothoperanema squamiseta (Hook.) Ching, SSFH no. 50; Coll.: CRFJ 
20449 (FN 698). 

10. Peranema aspidioides  (Blume) Mett., SSFH no. 51; Coll.: CRFJ 
20448 (FN 697). 

11. Polystichum semifertile (C.B.Clarke) Ching, SSFH no. 52; Coll.: CRFJ 
20447 (FN 696). Remark: fully fertile individual. 

12. Pyrrosia porosa (C.Presl) Hovenkamp (excl. lectotype of Hovenkamp), 

SSFH no. 45; Coll.: CRFJ20461 (FN 710). 
13. Selaginella bisulcata  Spring, SSFH no. 57; Coll.: CRFJ 20438 (FN 

687). 

14. Selaginella chrysocaulos  (Hook. &Grev.) Spring, SSFH no. 56; 

Coll.:CRFJ 20439 (FN 688). 
15. Selaginella involvens  (Sw.) Spring, SSFH no. 59; Coll.: CRFJ20435 

(FN 684). 
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16. Selaginella monospora  Spring, SSFH no. 58; Coll.: CRFJ 20437 (FN 

686). Remarks: stiff, pointed-branched plant, isomorphic sporophylls, 

like the type-specimen. 
 

Locality Eight: dense forest south of bridge crossing the PrekChhu river, near 

junction with ChokchurangChhu river, c. 2½km below and S. of Bakkim, c. 

13km N. of Geyzing, S. of Dzhongri, S. side of Kanchenjunga massif, West 
Sikkim District, Sikkim; Altitude: c. 2400m; Coll.: CRFJ, with D.B. Chhetri&B. 
Chhetri, 26 Dec. 1993. 

 

1. Acystopteris tenuisecta (Blume) Tagawa, SSFH no. 40; Coll.: CRFJ 
20472 (FN 721).Arachniodes superb  Fraser-Jenk. (syn.: Lithostegia 
foeniculacea (Hook.) Ching), SSFH no. 43; Coll.: CRFJ 20467 (FN 

716). 

2. Arthromeris himalovata Fraser-Jenk. & Kandel, SSFH no. 41; Coll.: 
CRFJ 20471 (FN 720). Remarks: glaucous rhizome with scattered, 

abruptly narrowed, red-brown scales; ovate fronds with cartilaginous 

margin. 

3. Asplenium ensiforme  Wall. ex Hook. & Grev., SSFH no. 34; Coll.: 
CRFJ 20484 (FN 733). 

4. Cerosora microphylla  (Hook.) R.M.Tryon, SSFH no. 38; Coll.: CRFJ 
20474 (FN 723). 

5. Cornopteris badia  Ching, SSFH no. 37; Coll.: CRFJ 20476 (FN 725). 

6. Hypolepis polypodioides  (Blume) Hook., SSFH no. 36; Coll.: CRFJ 
20478 (FN 727). 

7. Plagiogyria pycnophylla (Kunze) Mett., SSFH no. 39; Coll.: CRFJ 
20473 (FN 722). Remarks: gradually decreasing, pinnate frond-apex. 

8. Selaginella monospora Spring, SSFH no. 35[a]; Coll.: CRFJ20483a (FN 
732[a]). Remarks: form with strongly dimorphic sporophylls. 

9. Selaginella vaginata  Spring, SSFH no. 35[b]. Coll.: CRFJ 20483b (FN 

732[b]). Remarks: plants rather elongated. 

10. Selliguea griffithiana (Hook.) Fraser-Jenk., SSFH no. 42; Coll.: 
CRFJ20470 (FN 719). Remarks: large, long and narrow, wavy, without 

notches [breaks] in the dark, cartilaginous margin; sori central in frond.   

 

Locality Nine: dense, virgin ?Cedrus deodara forest, c. 4km above and N. of 
Tshoka on path to Dzhongri, N. of Geyzing and Yuksom, S. side of 

Kanchenjunga massif, West Sikkim District, Sikkim; Altitude: c.3500m; Coll.: 

CRFJ, with D.B. Chhetri & B. Chhetri, 27 Dec. 1993. 

1. Dryopsis apiciflora (Wall. ex Mett.) Holttum & P.J.Edwards, SSFH no. 

26; Coll.: CRFJ 20500 (FN 749). 
2. Dryopsis clarkei (Baker) Holltum & P.J.Edwards, SSFH no. 27; Coll.: 

CRFJ 20499 (FN 748). 

3. Dryopteris sikkimensis(Bedd.) Kuntze,SSFH no. 33; Coll.: 

CRFJ20489 (FN 738). 
4. Dryopteris zayuensisChing &S.K.Wu (forma incisolobata Ching 

&S.K.Wu),SSFH no. 32; Coll.: CRFJ20491 (FN 740).Remarks: fronds 

bigger than D. xanthomelas, variably prominently lobed segments; 

scales black, broadish, with many fibrils.  
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5. Haplopteris taeniophylla Copel., SSFH no. 31; Coll.: CRFJ20493 (FN 

742). Remarks: thick, stiff, with midrib, inframarginal sori. 
6. Lepisorus loriformis  (Wall. ex Mett.) Ching, SSFH no. 25; Coll.: 

CRFJ 20501 (FN 750). 

7. Polystichum atkinsonii  Bedd., SSFH no. 29; Coll.: CRFJ 20497 (FN 

746). 

8. Polystichum levingei  C.Hope ex Christ (syn. P. stenophyllum 
(Franch.) Christ), SSFH no. 28; Coll.: CRFJ 20498 (FN 747). Remark: 

pinnae a bit lobed. 

9. Polystichum piceoplaeaceum  Tagawa, SSFH no. 30; Coll.: CRFJ 
20496 (FN 745). 
 

Locality Ten: dense forest south of bridge crossing the PrekChhu river, near 

junction with ChokchurangChhu river, c. 2½ km below and south of Bakkim, c. 

13 km N. of Yuksom, N. of Geyzing, S. side of Kanchenjunga massif, West 
Sikkim District, Sikkim; Altitude: c. 2400m.; Coll.: CRFJ, with D.B. Chhetri&B. 
Chhetri, 28 Dec. 1993. 

1. Asplenium (Hymenasplenium) amoenum  C.Presl ex Mett., SSFH no. 

21; Coll.: CRFJ 20508 (FN 757). 
2. Athyrium distans (D.Don) T.Moore, SSFH no. 16; Coll.: CRFJ 20517 

(FN 766). 

3. Athyrium foliolosum  T.Moore ex R.Sim, SSFH no. 15; Coll.: CRFJ 
20519 (FN 768). 

4. Coniogramme pubescens Hieron., SSFH no. 23; Coll.: CRFJ 20505 
(FN 754). 

5. Dennstaedtia zeylanica (Sw.) Zink ex Fraser-Jenk. (syn.:D. scabra 
(Wall. ex Hook.) T.Moore), SSFH no. 19; Coll.: CRFJ 20513 (FN 

762). 
6. Dryopteris splendens  (Hook.) Kuntze, SSFH no. 17; Coll.: CRFJ 

20515 (FN 764).  

7. Dryopteris wallichiana  (Spreng.) Hyl. subsp. wallichiana, SSFH no. 

18; Coll.: CRFJ 20514 (FN 763). Remarks: scales narrow, dark, with 
attenuated brown apices. 

8. Hymenophyllum barbatum  (Bosch) Baker, SSFH no. 20; Coll.: 

CRFJ20510 (FN 759). Remarks: hairy rachis, toothed margins, narrow 

segments. 
9. Peranema cyatheoides D.Don, SSFH no. 22; Coll.: CRFJ 20506 (FN 

755). 

10. Polystichum attenuatum Tagawa & K.Iwats., SSFH no. 12; Coll.: CRFJ 
20522 (FN 771). 

11. Polystichum mucronifolium (Blume) C.Presl, SSFH no. 14; 
Coll.:CRFJ 20520 (FN 769). 

12. Polystichum longipaleatum  Christ, SSFH no. 13; Coll.: CRFJ20521 

(FN 770). 

13. Pteris puberula  Ching (syn.:P. nepalensis H.Itô), SSFH no. 24; Coll.: 
CRFJ 20503 (FN 752). Remarks: Winter-dying fronds. 

14. Thelypteris (Cyclogramma) auriculata (J.Sm.) K.Iwats., SSFH no. 10; 

Coll.: CRFJ 20524 (FN 773). 
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15. Thelypteris (Pseudophegopteris) microstegia (Hook.) Fraser-Jenk. 

subsp. probably laterepens  (E.W.Trotter) Fraser-Jenk., SSFH no. 11; 

Coll.: CRFJ 20523 (FN 772).  Remarks: unlobedpinnuledindividual, 
costae glabrous beneath.  

 

Locality Eleven: woods and rocks by path, c. 5km S. of Bakkim on path south 

to Yuksom, N. of Yuksom and Geyzing, S. of Dzhongri, S. side of 
Kanchenjunga massif, West Sikkim District, Sikkim; Altitude: c. 2200m; CRFJ, 
with D.B. Chhetri&B. Chhetri, 28 Dec. 1993. 

1. Aleuritopteris chrysophylla (Hook.) Ching, SSFH no. 6; Coll.: CRFJ 
20533 (FN 782). 

2. Asplenium bullatum Wall. ex Mett., SSFH no. 4; Coll.: CRFJ 20540 

(FN 789). 

3. Asplenium lacinioides Fraser-Jenk., Pangtey & Khullar, SSFH no. 5; 

Coll.: CRFJ 20537 (FN 786). 
4. Dryopteris marginata (C.B.Clarke) Christ, SSFH no. 2; Coll.: CRFJ 

20543 (FN 792). 

5. Haplopteris flexuosa Fée, SSFH no. 3; Coll.: CRFJ20541 (FN 

790).Remark: has inner lip to sorus. 
6. Hymenophyllum badium Hook. & Grev., SSFH no. 7; Coll.: CRFJ 

20529 (FN 778). Remarks: wrinkled wings on stipe, pinnae long, 

pinnules short, on both sides of pinna.  

7. Hymenophyllum exsertum Wall. ex Hook., SSFH no. 8; Coll.: 

CRFJ20528 (FN 777). Remarks: hairy, segments not notched. 
8. Hymenophyllum tenellum D.Don, SSFH no. 9; Coll.: CRFJ 20527 

(FN 776). Remarks: hairless, segments notched. 

 

Locality Twelve: rocky road-bank near Samnik village, c. 5km S. of Yuksom on 
road to Geyzing, N. of Geyzing, S. of Kanchenjunga massif, West Sikkim 

District, Sikkim; Altitude: c. 1000m; Coll.: CRFJ, with D.B. Chhetri&B.Chhetri, 
29 Dec. 1993. 

1. Aleuritopteris bicolor (Roxb.) Fraser-Jenk., SSFH no. 1; Coll.: 
CRFJ20549 (FN 798). 

 

DISCUSSION 

A checklist of the pteridophytes of Sikkim Himalaya collected by C.R. Fraser-
Jenkins is presented, with the distribution, elevation and other details. All data 

was extracted from the records to reveal the details of the collection and critical 

updated nomenclature and identification has kindly been provided for us by 

Fraser-Jenkins. Out of the 460 species of pteridophytes known from Sikkim, his 

collection of 1993 covers c. 24% which is also relevant to put in record of his 
contribution to botanical knowledge of the Sikkim Himalaya. In the recent past, 

there have been several publications of Fraser-Jenkins on the pteridophytes of 

India and other parts of world, including Fraser-Jenkins (2008), and Fraser-

Jenkins et al. (2016-2020).  Thus in the context of the Sikkim Himalaya, he has 
contributed considerably to research on pteridophytes, as also enumerated in 

the present paper, encouraging and facilitating future researchers to unravel the 

scientific details and mysteries of Sikkim's pteridophytic wealth. 

 



 

 

 

Durga Kumar Pradhan* 

53 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The authors are grateful to the Department of Forest and Environment, 

Government of Sikkim, Gangtok, for their kind support, as well as to the staff of 
the High Altitude Research Centre, Forest and Environment Department, 

Government of Sikkim. 

The author thanks Mr. Christopher R. Fraser-Jenkins for providing updated 

details of the collection and for detailed revision of the paper. He is also is 
grateful to the reviewers for helping to improve the content of the type-script.   

 

 

REFERENCES 
Fraser-Jenkins, C.R. 2008. Taxonomic Revision of Three Hundred Indian 

Subcontinental Pteridophytes With a Revised Census-List.  Bishen Singh 

Mahendra Pal Singh, Dehra Dun. Pp. 685. 

Fraser-Jenkins, C.R., Gandhi, K.N. and Kholia, B.S. 2016. An Annotated 
Checklist of Indian Pteridophytes Part-1 (Lycopodiaceae to 
Thelypteridaceae). Bishen Singh Mahendra Pal Singh, Dehra Dun. Pp. 

562. 

Fraser-Jenkins, C.R., Gandhi, K.N. and Kholia, B.S. 2018. An Annotated 
Checklist of Indian Pteridophytes Part-2 (Woodsiaceae to 
Dryopteridaceae). Bishen Singh Mahendra Pal Singh, Dehra Dun. Pp. 

573. 

Fraser-Jenkins, C.R., Gandhi, K.N., Kholia, B.S.  and Kandel, D.R. 2020 

("2021"). An Annotated Checklist of Indian Pteridophytes Part-3 
(Lomariopsidaceae to Salviniaceae). Bishen Singh Mahendra Pal Singh, 

Dehra Dun. Pp. 450. 

 


